
Paint-by-Number

At first, I followed the guide— 
boxes to check, colors to fill, 
rubrics with lines like fences.

But then came the lesson 
that bled outside everything.
Someone cried. Someone cheered. 
Someone finally understood.

And none of it was in the plan.
Learning doesn’t ask for permission 
to go off-page. It just waits for 
the courage to begin.
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